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A Report to the California Legislature 
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Education Code Section Containing 
Requirement for This Report 



"Mentally Giffed Minor/' "Program" and 
"Pariicipaiinij PupH" Defined 

6421. (a) "Mentally gifted minor," as used in this article, 
means a minor enrolled in a public primary or secondary 
school of this state who demonstrates such general intellectual 
enpacity os to place him within the top 2 percent of all stu- 
dents having achieved his school grade throughout the state 
or who is otherwise identified as having such general intellec- 
tual capacity but for reasons associated with cultural disadvan- 
tages has underachieved scholastically. 

(b) "Program" means a special educational program for 
mentally gifted children, including the identification of such 
children, which meets the standards established pursuant to 
this article and which is approved by the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction. 

(c) "Participating pupil" means a pupil identified as a 
mentally gifted minor who for a school semester or a school 
year takes part in a program. 

(Added by Stats. 1901, Ch. 883; amended by Stats. 1968, 
Ch. 1339.) 

Note: Statu. 1068, Ch. 1339, also contained the following provision: 
»Skc. 5. The Department of Education shnlf provide* to the Legislature, 
on or before the fifth legislative day of the UMH 1 Rcgnlnr Session, a pre- 
liminary report detailing the criteria to he utilized for identifying cul- 
turally disadvantaged pupils pursuant to this art. 

The department shall provide the "Legislature, on or before November 
1, 1070. with a final report regarding pupils identified pursuant to this 
act, including, but not limited to: 

1. The number of pupils so identified during the 19G9-1970 school year. 

2. The districts which provided services to mentally gifted but culturally 
d tarodvn n tnged pupils. 



tii 



3822. Separate Criteria for Identifying Culturally Disadvantaged, 
Underachieving* Mentally Gifted Minors, A culturally disadvantaged, 
underachieving, mentally gifted minor shall he identified by f lie com- 
ntitlcc described in Section .'1*21 as follows: 

(a) As "culturally disadvantaged" -through I In* rrmutiittnc'a 
Mtudy uf all available am] pertinent evidence cif a child's InnKung*, 
cultural, economic, or environmental hjiudicops that have in the pnat 
and may in the future interfere with Ins success in school, restrict the 
development of intellectual and creative ahility. ami |>r»*vi«»1 full devel- 
opment af Ins potential, The report of I In- f <miuii i t ti shall specify the 
disadvantage or disadvantage** to which the pupil is subject. "Cultural 
disadvantage" shall be ilist in^iiinlifd from mil i» nil difference; it im- 
plies a Inek of cultural background rather than a comparison among 
cultures. 

(b) As ,, undcraehb:ving schohistirally " — by comparing the pu- 
pils general intellectual capacity with thin achievement on the basis 
of nil pertinent evidence related la cultural disadvantage. Consideration 
shull be given to each of the following: 

(1) The judgment of the committee, all concurring, that 
the pupil could achieve at the upper two percent level were it 
not for his cultural disadvantage, 

(2) Test scutch revealing discrepancies between general 
intellectual ability and achievement. 

(ii) All pertinent school records. 

(c) As "menially gifted "—on the basis of the judgment of the 
committee that he may be expected within a rc;iiu>nabh* tunc and with 
appropriate eurriciilar modifications to perforin in school at a level 
equivalent to that of the mentally gifted minors identified pursuant to 
Section flHLM. This judgment sluill he based upon one or mo™ of the 
following: 

(]) IVriMieimiM development and malunitiou in the pre- 
school or primary perind. or outstanding scholastic accom- 
plishment at any point in Iris sehonl coreer. 

(*J) runsual resourcefulness in coping with responsibili- 
ties, opportunities, deprivations, problems, frusl rations, ob- 
stacles, lade of slnu'turc ami direction, or overly structured 
settings, 

(:M Outstanding ocliicvcmculs skills, or creative prod- 

UCtH. 

(4) Scores :it or ohove the \M\h percentile oti nonverbal 
{perfornmnee) scutch of imlividiial intelligence tests approved 
by the Superiiitemleiit <>f Public I nsl ruction. 

(d) In no ease shall the minora identified pursuant to thia section 
exceed two percent of the culturally disadvantaged pupils (as defined 
in Education Coda Section (il.VJJ) within the school district. 
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Sections of (he California Administrative Code, Title 5, 
Education, Which Outline Criteria to Be Used 
for Identifying Culturally Disadvantaged, 
Underachieving Mentally Gifted Minors 

CflAITKR 2. lOKNTlKlCATION OF MENTALLY OrFTEI) MlNOKS 

DETAILED AN ALY81S - 

S«i*lifiti Section 

IJS'JU. |{i^pMi»H{»ii1iiy nnr] Procedure Scjiarrito Criteria for Identify 

f«»r Irii-tililimlinn "me Ciriturnlljr I Hunrh'nnlBSfod, 

SfciM. Kvideui'o tu !»«• Studied. Kvcnt Piidene'lM^vintf, ZVTrnt n lly t Jilted 

lor ( 'nl luridly DtHfidvnnUKed Minor* 
I ihNtjm liirvim* l*ii|iil* 

3820. Responsibility And Procedure for Identification. The rc- 
spotisihility fur I In 1 him! ifieal inn of j pitpt I as a mentally Rifled minor 
for wln»m special allowances uuy he paid under the provisions of Edu- 
cation Code Sfrliuii <illl<i J In T-innl'li r called "menially gifted rumor") 
shall rest wil li tin* sulminist rat iv 1 head of the school distriet or nit em- 
ployee of t In* district designated by Mm, Tin 1 ioVnl ideation shall be 
based upon a developmental ease si inly mailt 1 by ;in idenf ideal ion and 
placement committee f hereinafter called "the eommiltec") of all r.cr- 
tifUMil evidence as lo a pupil's •jeiicral intellect nal ami scholastic 
capacity (including bnf not limited lo a completed .screening and 
nominal ing form ami a psychologists'*; summary and evaluation), The 
committee sliall consist of the school principal, a classroom teacher 
familiar with tin* school work of the pupil, a crcdentiuled school psy- 
ideologist, and any oilier pcrsnti or persons designated by the district 
employee responsible for making the identification. 

)n*tory: I. New Chanter 2 (Sertiomi 3Sl!0-:iS22) filed 0-20(10; effective thir- 
tieth d.i\ lliprnnftir ( UeiiJHfer UU. No. % JT\). 

3821. Evidence to Be Studied, Except for Culturally Disadvan- 
taged, Underachieving Pupils. Except for eultuniHy disadvantaged, 
underachieving pupils described in Section among the items of 
evidence studied bv the commit lee shall be evidence described in either 
(n), (b),or (c): 

(n) A score at or above tbe f)8th percentile on a f til 1 scale indi- 
vidual intelligence lest approved by tbe Superintendent, of Public. In- 
struction and administered to (lie. pupil by a person qualified to 
administer individual intelligence tests. Tin- norm to be used for the 
score in the norm for children of the same age as the. pupil tested. 

(b) For a pupil in grades seven through twelve, a score at or 
above Iho 98th percentile in each of two tests chosen from a list of tests 
approved for the purpose by the State Hoard of Kdueniion anil admin- 
istered by a qualified person to Ihe pupil while he. was enrolled in 
grade 7 or above and within 24 months of the date of identification. 
The two required tests arc : 

(1) A standardized l ull-Hcahi group test of mental ability. 

(2) A standardized test, of one of the following : 

(A ) Heading achievement . 

(B) Arithmetic achievement. 

(C) Science achievement, 

(D) Social science achievement. 

(c.) The judgments of teachers, psychologists, and administrators 
and supervisors who are familiar with tbe demonstrated ability or po- 
tential of the minors, In any given district not more than five (5) per- 
cent, of the. pupils identified under Section !W21 as mentally gifted 
minors shall be identified on such judgments alone. 
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Report to the Legislature on Mentally Gifted 
but Culturally Disadvantaged Pupils* 

In this report to the Legislature, the California State Department of 
Education provides data on the following: 

1. Number of pupils identified during the 1969-70 school year as 
culturally disadvantaged, underachieving mentally gifted minors 

2. School districts that maintained,during the 1969-70 school year, 
special day (minimum school day) or regular day classes for 
culturally disadvantaged, underachieving mentally gifted minors 

3. Projections of the number of culturally disadvantaged, under- 
achieving mentally gifted minors who will be (1) identified and 
(2) enrolled in special day and regular day classes during the 
1970-71 school year % 

Identification of Pupils 

During the 1969-70 school year, 408 pupils were identified by California 
school districts as culturally disadvantaged, underachieving mentally gifted 
minors* These pupils were identified according to the provision's of the 
California Administrative Code, Title 5, Education, Section 3822,1 (See 
Table 1 for a breakdown by school district of the number of pupil ft who were 
identified. ) * 

i 

Participation of School Districts 

In the 1969- (i 0 school year, 37 California school districts enrolled 1, 730 
culturally disadvantaged, underachieving mentally gifted minors ilh special 
day and regular day classes. (See Table 1.) \ 

b 

Projections of School District Participation \ 

Department projections of school district participation in programs for 
culturally disadvantaged, underachieving mentally gifted minors are based 
on information submitted by the districts on prior program approval forms. 
Using this information, the Department projects a 354 percent increase in 
school district participation in these programs during the 1970-71 fechool 
year. Of the 244 school districts that submitted prior program approval 
application forms, 135, or 55.33 percent, stated that they planned to conduct 
classes for culturally disadvantaged, underachieving mentally gifted minors 
in the 1970-71 school year. 
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Projections of Pupil Identification and Enrollment 



A breakdown of the projected identification and enrollment of culturally 
disadvantaged, underachieving mentally gifted minors during the 1970-71 
school year follows: 

Identification 

A total of 4,540 culturally disadvantaged, underachieving mentally gifted 
minors will be identified. 

Culturally disadvantaged, underachieving mentally gifted minors identified 
during the year (4, 540) will comprise 3 percent of all pupils identified 
as mentally gifted minors (131,412). 

Enrollment 

A total of 3,951 pupils identified as culturally disadvantaged, underachieving 
mentally gifted minors will be enrolled in programs. 

Culturally disadvantaged, underachieving mentally gifted minors enrolled in 
programs (3,951) will comprise 3 percent of all mentally gifted minors, 
enrolled in programs (126,972). 

Culturally disadvantaged, underachieving mentally gifted minors enrolled in 
programs (3, 951) will comprise 87 percent of pupils identified as culturally 
disadvantaged, underachieving mentally gifted minors (4,540). 

Other mentally gifted minors in programs (120,417) will comprise 95 percent 
of those identified as mentally gifted minors (126, 872) other than those 
identified as culturally disadvantaged and underachieving. 

A total of 4,480 culturally disadvantaged, underachieving mentally gifted 
minors will be permitted to enroll in programs for the mentally gifted 
according to the provisions of the California Administrative Code, Title 5, 
Education, Section 3822(d). 



\ 



TABLE I 



Number of Mentally Gifted Minors in School Districts Which Identified 
Mentally Gifted but Culturally Disadvantaged Pupils and 
that Maintained Programs in 1969-70 



COUNTY 
School district 


Number of culturally 
disadvantaged, under- 
achieving mentally 
gifted pupils 


Number of other 
mentally gifted 
minors enrolled 


Identified* 


Enrolled* 


ALAMEDA 








Livermore Valley Joint 








Unified 


3 


3 


391 


Oakland City Unified 


110 


76 


1, 361 


CONTRA COSTA 








Richmond Unified 




16 


2, 046 


FRESNO 








Clovis Unified 




5 


201 


Fowler Unified 




1 


22 


Fresno City Unified 


30 


15 


80 


KINGS 








Hanford Elementary 




13 




LOS ANGELES 








quiver i^ny uninea 


9 


9 


bob 


Little Lake City 








Elementary 




2 


63 


Long Beach Unified 




180 


2,920 


Los Angeles Unified 


129 


135 


16,449 


Los Nietos Elementary 




2 


15 


Monrovia Unified 


41 


192 




Pomona Unified 




29 


541 


Rowland Elementary 




21 


273 


MERCED 








Merced City Elementary 


17 


5 


115 


ORANGE 








Fullerton Joint Union High 




4 


77 



TABLE I (Continued) 



COUNTY 


Number of culturally 
disadvantaged, under- 
achieving mentally 
gifted pupils 


Number of other 
mentally trifted 
minors enrolled 


School district 


T Ho nil f \ o H'fc 


Juuruucu 


PLACER 
Auburn Union Elementary 




1 
i 


23 


RIVER SIDE 
Coachella Valley Joint 
Union High 




6 


39 


SACRAMENTO 
Rio Linda Union Elementary 


19 


1 Q 


373 


SAN DIEGO 
Encinitas Union Elementary 
La Mesa- Spring Valley City 

Element a rv 

Sweetwater Union High 


4 


2 

795 
4 


27 
780 


SAN JOAQUIN 
Lodi Unified 


1 


2 


82 


SAN MATEO 
South San Francisco Unified 




39 




SANTA BARBARA 
Santa Barbara City Elementary 
Santa Barbara City High 


6 


6 
8 


146 
307 


SANTA CLARA 
Alum Rock Union Elementary 
Campbell Union High 
Moreland Elementary 
Mt. Pleasant Elementary 
San Jose Unified 
Sunnyvale Elementary 


1 
2 

21 


18 

2 

15 
21 
17 


t 

166 
429 

75 
1,228 
418 
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TABLE I (Continued) 



COUNTY 
School district 


Number of culturally 
disadvantaged, under- 
achieving mentally 
gifted pupils 


Number of other 
mentally gifted 
minors enrolled 


Identified* 


Enrolled* 


STANISLAUS 








Modesto City Elementary 


6 


6 


334 


Modesto City High 


9 


9 


174 


Salida Union Elementary 




1 




VENTURA 








Ojai Unified 




51 


27 



^Discrepancies between the number of culturally disadvantaged, under- 
achieving mentally gifted minors identified by school districts in the 1969-70 
school year and the number actually enrolled in that year are explained as 
follows: 



1. Some pupils had been identified but were not yet enrolled in programs, 

2. Some students enrolled in programs had been identified before the 
1969-70 school year. 
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